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"Indicate a character in a fictional book or an actual historical figure who has had a significant 

influence on you, and describe that influence." 

General John Hathorn of Warwick, NY, is a local hero and a historic figure who served our nation 
during The Revolutionary War. He loved his community, his country and his family. This is made 
obvious by the fact that he dedicated his life to fighting for our freedom utilizing his military 
experience as the commander of our local militia, and then in executing the proper governance of our 
young nation as a member of Congress. He and his wife Elizabeth were known to be extremely 
hospitable here in Warwick, entertaining the encamped troops of General Washington throughout the 
American struggle for independence. I, along with many, certainly consider him a figure of upstanding 
moral character--as well as an example of an amazing leader--to be revered and emulated. 

General John Hathorn is the namesake for a historical society in Warwick, 
The Friends of Hathorn House. Not only did he construct and call home 
one of our most historic sites, The Hathorn House across from Chateau 
Hathorn on County Route 1, but he was also a military leader and 
politician during and after The Revolutionary War. The Friends of Hathorn 
House was founded to research and study him - to honor his and his 
men's legacy; that of those who had navigated the chaotic currents of 
liberty.  He was an important figure in this town then and now as one of 
the most historically acclaimed Warwickians.  

Being captivated by history grand and quaint, I couldn’t help myself but to 
delve into the story of our own town of Warwick, NY, over the past few 

years and I consider myself quite fortunate to have discovered the 
Friends of Hathorn House. They opened the path for me to explore 
several areas of historical participation and I will have to credit this 
influence to General Hathorn, as it never would have happened if not 
for him and this group. First, I worked on excavating the grounds 
beneath the front porch of the 1779 home, looking for artifacts along 
with other fascinated toilers. Secondly, I was introduced to their newly 
devised living history group. Something I would have never seen 
myself involved in just a short while ago has peaked my interests - and 
investments - as I’ve begun building my outfit and participating in local 
events aimed at informing Warwickians about our history and giving a 

glimpse into what life was like in the past. 

The most rewarding part of my involvement in all this is having the opportunity to learn about 
history--hands on--while trying things I have never done before. It has been a blast working with new 
people and learning new things. For example, I was enlisted as Town Cryer at a Washington Day event 
and have walked in several parades. Additionally, I was very lucky to have been a guest on the radio 
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show of Dr. Richard Hull, one of our most admired town historians. I was interviewed about my interests 
and ambitions regarding history and was happy to have provided a link between generations of history 
buffs. I am very grateful for, thoroughly enjoyed and am proud of this experience. 

When I began high school, I wasn’t really someone who was all that involved. My interests just didn’t 
quite match up with most of my peers. My simple search for volunteer work to fill my mandatory quota 
for graduation has now lead me to find that there is always something for everyone. It has shaped my 
character, work ethic and has been nothing but an immensely positive development in my life.  

Yet how I was influenced did not end just 
there.  Although I had made the commitment 
and was having a great time participating, I 
began to notice that it was not quite enough. I 
saw that every time a town historic event was 
planned, calls for volunteer help from any 
spare hand invariably followed. Wanting to 
assist further, I resolved to create a club in my 
high school dedicated to discussing history and 
providing a means for students to lend support 
to our historical societies. For example, the 
Shingle House excavation, like most 
archaeological projects, requires a lot of 
manual labor. I thought that having high 
school students to help sort through the dirt 
would really be of use to current workers, 
which tend to be older members of the 
community. As well, the New Milford Library 
was in need of a window washing - an ideal 
job for a high schooler looking to garner 
community service hours. Since all high 
schoolers are required to complete at least 20 hours of service to graduate, my club has become the 
perfect place to answer these pursuits while holding worthwhile discussions on a wide range of 
historical topics. I have also invited individuals to my club to perform interesting historical activities such 
as writing with quill pens and ink. 

I think one of the best things about my club is that it is showing kids who may not have formerly had an 
interest in these kinds of things, that there is always a place for every person to step in, dig in and make 
a difference. If history happened to be a curiosity for some kids when they couldn’t find another club to 
satiate their interests – well, my club is a new place to fit in. I know that when I leave next year, I can 
appoint these students to positions within a club that can give them a legacy and a place to flourish 
where they really may not have had one previously. 

To bring this back to General John Hathorn; if it weren’t for him, I would not have walked this path and 
did what I have done. Not only due simply to being involved in the historical society dedicated to him, 
but because I had a newfound passion for serving my community inspired by his own commitment 
almost 250 years ago. 



In my years here, I have thoroughly enjoyed working in The Junior Ambulance Corps and volunteering in 
the E.R. at Saint Anthony’s. These experiences volunteering within and supporting my community are 
things which have helped me become more responsible, upstanding, and prepared for life in college and 
beyond. In this way, I am not so different from General Hathorn. He served his community and country 
and did good in caring for the people here. Some may even say at the expense of being able to spend 
time with his family. Having to be away in Congress for long periods of time, perhaps he didn’t get the 
personal time with his own children and family any father should long for. However, he made this 
unfortunate sacrifice to strengthen our young nation and take a leading role in the community. If I were 
to model myself after him in my lifetime, taking responsibility, getting work done and acting in line with 
my passions and talents, I would hope to do his memory proud, honoring a man that is such an 
important figure of my hometown of Warwick. 

I’ve always had a particular interest in military history and hold great respect for servicemen and 
women. Being that John Hathorn was the leader of the militia of our area, it only made it more fun to 
research him and follow his legacy. As well, I’ve had the opportunity to take the floor as a politician 
during the multiple Model United Nations conferences that I have attended thanks to the WVCSD Model 
UN Club. I can’t help but wonder what it was like for Hathorn and his peers to debate and soapbox in the 
congresses of old. 

I am always looking forward to learning more about General Hathorn as I involve myself more and more 
in his legacy. I could never have imagined being so influenced by the man whose initials are bricked into 
the side of that little old house that still stands today. I hope that in the future I will have the 
opportunity to guide people down the path that I have taken - giving back to the community and 
appreciating our rich history. There are so many opportunities to do both of those things, you just have 
to get the right people going in the right direction. Until then, thank you, General Hathorn. Like you, I 
will be traveling far and wide in my pursuits, but I will never forget where it all started. 

Sources for information and photos relating to General Hathorn:  

Friends of Hathorn House Website: https://hathornhouse.wordpress.com/ 
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